Unread Messages on 2/3/2018
<VoxEeurop>
Climate change and the media: Read all about it!
<VoxEeurop> – 11/11/16 11:19


  
    
    
  
  
    ,  – A year after the signature of the Paris' agreement on climate, and while discussions on its implementation go on in Marrakech, the media coverage of global warming issues is not up to the stakes, says one of the actors of COP21. See more.
  




http://www.voxeurop.eu/en/content/article/5114851-read-all-about-it?xtor=RSS-9
After Donald Trump’s election: The New Trend
<VoxEeurop> – 11/11/16 11:00


  
    
    
  
  
    De Groene Amsterdammer, Amsterdam – Cartoon. See more.
  




http://www.voxeurop.eu/en/content/cartoon/5114856-new-trend?xtor=RSS-9
US Presidential elections : ‘Anger has won’
<VoxEeurop> – 10/11/16 20:28


  
    
    
  
  
    Commentators referenced his xenophobic, homophobic and misogynistic comments, but also expressed hope that the solidity of American democracy and on the businessman’s pragmatism would ensure a smooth transition and a responsible presidency.
[lemonde.750_3.jpg]“Anger has won, anti-establishment rage has triumphed. A shady billionaire, who has not paid taxes for twenty years, lies through his teeth, has openly flirted with racism, xenophobia and sexism, who has never held any public or elected office, has managed to harness it. Masterfully”, Jémôme Fenoglio, Director of Le Monde observes. He adds:
Hillary Clinton is not the only loser from this vote. A wave of anti-establishment anger has hit the traditional elites on both sides of the Atlantic. Donald Trump’s election is a major upheaval, an historic event for western democracies. Like the fall of the Berlin Wall, like 11 September 2001, this event beckons the start of a new world, for which we can scarcely discern the outlines. But one of its traits is now certain: in this world, everything we thought was impossible or unrealistic, is now envisageable. 

[logo-spiegel.png]For Roland Nelles, Donald Trump’s victory is quite simply a “political catastrophe for the US and the world” and, unlike other commentators in the German-speaking press, Der Spiegel’s commentator questions whether America’s system is strong enough to counterbalance Trump’s thirst for power:
The world and the US are now threatened by a dangerous period of instability: Donald Trump wants the US to become ‘great’. [...] Will the American system of checks and balances between institutions be enough to stop a man who talks like an autocrat from also governing like an autocrat? [...] There is of course hope that the political system will be strong enough to limit its president’s desire for omnipotence. But there is no guarantee.

[publico_lisbonne_9_novembre_0.jpg]“The black swan, a highly improbable event, has struck again: Trump has won the US elections. It is essential to understand what has happened so that we do not succumb to nihilist pessimism”, Alvaro Vasconcelos notes in the columns of Público. For the former Director of the European Union Institute for Security Studies:
supporters of democracy who are suspicious both of Trump’s conservative populism and leftist activists are mistaken. If we want to preserve the European Union from the effects that the success of Trump’s populism may have in France, for example, we must accept the need for wide-ranging reforms, making our democratic systems more participative and less political, less dependent of the market’s approval. Another narrative is possible, one that accepts diversity and multiculturalism as a source of wealth, that considers social justice a right and defends the true power to vote. And it certainly amounts to the great political struggle of our time.

[de_volkskrant_amsterdam_9_novembre_0.png]“Donald Trump’s victory is a shock for many”, notes Pieter Clock in De Volkskrant. He adds:
There are many reasons for despair following this election. If he fulfils his campaign’s promises, the world will end up in a worse place. The treaty on climate change will be binned, undocumented immigrants will be ejected, xenophobia stocked and poorer Americans will lose their medical insurance. Protectionism will reign alongside an each-to-their-own mentality. Pax Americana in Europe is under threat. The Baltic states have to fear the worst if no one is prepared to stop Putin. But there are also reasons to hope this will not be difficult. US electoral rhetoric often has little practical effect. Trump has no ideological machine backing him. He essentially led a solitary campaign. His opinions change constantly, opportunistically, and are often contradictory.

[gazeta_wyborcza_varsovie_10_novembre_0.jpg]Editor-in-chief of Gazeta Wyborcza, Adam Michnik, lists a series of unanswered questions: “What will Trump’s presidency look like? Will we have the candidate who made irresponsible and demagogic declarations and promises, while dishing out threats? Or rather the voice of a serious head of state that we heard during his acceptance speech?” For Michnik, this election is a true turning point because:
27 years after the fall of the Communist dictatorship in Poland and the Berlin Wall, two great democracies, the UK and the US, have led the world into a very dangerous period. Will America’s democratic institutions be stronger that the populist and xenophobic fever sweeping a large portion of American society? Is this the beginning of the end of Pax Americana? Will the EU be able to reassert itself at the dramatic turning-point in its history? 

[dagens_nyheter_stockholm_9_novembre_0.png]“What we are witnessing now is worse than the crisis of democracy, because a crisis assumes – above all – the hope for a quick recovery”, Björn Wyman writes in Dagens Nyheter after Donald Trump’s victory in the US elections. The editor of the newspaper’s Culture section makes the analogy between the current political situation and that of Europe in the 1930s:
The US elections risks unleashing hatred against minorities similar to that suffered by Jews in Austria after the 1938 Anschluss, or the same openly xenophobic climate as in the UK after the Brexit vote,. Donald Trump spectacularly represents a global populist tide, and is an example of the authoritarian surge crossing the world. Disdain for the truth and political mores that were institutionalised by Vladimir Putin has now been fully established by Donald Trump.

[el_pais_madrid_10_novembre_0.jpg]El País recognises in its editorial that Donald Trump’s “unexpected” victory in the US presidential elections is “legitimate”, but at the same time “requires him to respect the system that helped him reach power”. The Spanish daily judges that, despite the “conciliatory and moderate tone” struck by Trump in his first speech:
the world’s populist leaders have good reasons to celebrate Trump’s win, because it allows them to amplify their own sovereigntist and nationalist demands. We could easily slip into a much more dangerous dynamic than that of Brexit. The US is the keystone for the international order: if it is taken away, this order will be shaped, ipso facto, by the wishes of Moscow, Beijing and other capitals: a placed governed by the law of the jungle. The world must therefore remain steadfast and vigilant. 

**Translated from the French by Simon Pickstone**


  




http://www.voxeurop.eu/en/content/press-review/5114805-anger-has-won?xtor=RSS-9
Revolving doors and the European Commission: Barroso and Kroes are just playing the neoliberal game
<VoxEeurop> – 08/11/16 11:33


  
    
    
  
  
    Libération, Paris – Far from being exceptional, the recent hiring of former Commission President José Manuel Barroso and former Competition Commissioner Neelie Kroes serve as reminders that Europe is the testing-ground for a new kind of state, where the borders between public and private are structurally porous. See more.
  




http://www.voxeurop.eu/en/content/article/5114310-barroso-and-kroes-are-just-playing-neoliberal-game?xtor=RSS-9
Bulgaria goes to polls: Three referendums and a presidential election
<VoxEeurop> – 04/11/16 10:47


  
    
    
  
  
    Osservatorio Balcani e Caucaso Transeuropa, Rovereto – On 6 November Bulgarians will have to chose their new head of state. The parliament's speaker and a former Air Force general are leading the polls. Voters will also have to vote in three major referendums proposed by a the country's most popular TV host. See more.
  




http://www.voxeurop.eu/en/content/article/5113884-three-referendums-and-presidential-election?xtor=RSS-9
Interview with Mateusz Kijowski: ‘Poland is no longer a democracy’
<VoxEeurop> – 28/10/16 16:57


  
    
    
  
  
    ,  – Since it came into power, the Law and Justice party has been slowly eroding the rule of law, says activist and president of the Committee for the Defence of Democracy Mateusz Kijowski. Last month he led anti-government and pro-European demonstrations in Poland and was recently awarded the European citizen's prize by the European Parliament. See more.
  




http://www.voxeurop.eu/en/content/article/5113206-poland-no-longer-democracy?xtor=RSS-9
EU-Canada trade agreement: CETA can wait
<VoxEeurop> – 27/10/16 22:48


  
    
    
  
  
    Süddeutsche Zeitung, Munich – Cartoon. See more.
  




http://www.voxeurop.eu/en/content/cartoon/5112894-ceta-can-wait?xtor=RSS-9
Social Democrats – a victim of the times
<VoxEeurop> – 21/10/16 09:56
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[rosa-contra-rosa_1.jpg]The centre-left has fallen on hard times in Europe. The UK is grappling with a leadership crisis, with Labour having a hard time dealing with the fallout of the yes vote for Brexit.  Its leader, Jeremy Corbyn, was re-elected at the recent party convention that was clouded by the row over the victory of the “Leave” camp.  Mr. Corbyn’s opponents criticize him for being completely inept at countering the rise of populist parties like UKIP, which siphoned off many votes from the frightened working class electorate.


Spain’s crisis is two-fold: the nine-month long governance crisis that could lead to a third legislative election if the parties fail to come to an agreement, and a conflict, well, actually, an all out war between the former leader of the Spanish Socialist Workers Party (PSOE), Pedro Sánchez, and his opponents. Mr. Sánchez supports the formation of an alternative coalition with Podemos among other parties, instead of a vote of abstention. The latter would enable the incumbent Prime Minister, Mariano Rajoy, to form a minority government. Some members of the SSWP begged to differ, believing that forming a government was the priority, and they prevailed, forcing Sánchez to resign.


Meanwhile in France, François Hollande stands idly by as he continues to lose public support and his crew abandon the sinking ship one by one. The last defector was his Finance Minister, Emmanuel Macron.  Meanwhile, former President Nicolas Sarkozy is making his comeback, promising the electorate safety and a common identity to counter the perceived frailty of the country in the wake of the recent terrorist attacks and the migration crisis. The left is faring no better elsewhere: in Italy, Prime Minister Matteo Renzi risks losing star status if he fails to win the constitutional referendum on December 4th.


Social democracy in Europe has been guillotined. Why? Domestic issues and issues caused by a trend that emerged in past years linked to the political crises of the parties that have monopolized the political center of Europe since WWII. The economic crisis, which begot the other crises—the European Union crisis, the identity crisis, and the Euro crisis-- is the biggest sole contributor. Another tough blow has been the rise of left- and right-wing alternative parties. Populist and xenophobic, and above all diametrically opposed to the Establishment, they challenge social democratic parties, which have remained firmly anchored to the centre-left/centre-right split so characteristic of post-war Europe.


The European Union and the decades of peace that it brought to the continent are the fruits of the tacit agreement between conservative and social democratic forces. Isn’t it ironic that social democracy has become a victim of its own success, dead once most of western Europe accepted the “welfare pact”?  What is new for social democrat parties is that they have to fight to keep their middle class and working class electorate from defecting to right- or left-wing parties.  Essayist Paul Mason wrote in the Guardian on the topic:



  It would appear that the social democrats lack the intellectual resources necessary for renewal. And this is the consequence of an even deeper paradox: […] American historian of Hungarian origin Karl Polanyi believed that capitalism comprised two opposing forces: one pulling towards the market and the other pushing away from it. Regulating them is in society’s interest. Polony’s ideas were a thing of beauty for the centre-left of the 80s. They enabled it to survive the disappearing working class, by simply replacing its slogan “protect the working class” with “it’s in your interest to regulate capitalism”.  Since 2008, the root problem of the social democrats is that it is no longer clear just how to regulate capitalism. […] Now that the first tide of neo-liberalism has washed over Europe, the social democrats need to come up with something new.  However, they lack the necessary resources.  Most socialist elites and European bureaucrats have become accustomed to managing a dysfunctional capitalist system and seem quite incapable of coming up with a new vision.




Mainstream parties must urgently redraw the political map with them at the very heart of it. This is an easier task for conservatives, who are more in their element.  Many voters find protectionism, common identity, and policies harking back to the past reassuring. Easier said than done for the social democrats, however.  To counter the rising stars of the left wing, in particular in southern Europe (Podemos, Syriza,…), they need to rethink their compromise with the “soft” capitalism they have cozied up to ever since the war, when a decomplexed Europe laid its qualms about neoliberalism and financial capitalism to rest.


But the crisis has hit the Social Democrat electorate hard, and it is no longer buying its political product. So Social Democrat parties have to make a choice, then compete to sell it: renew the old compromise or divide the left.  And that is what the lingering crisis is all about.


Translated by Rita Smith-Lemaire

  




http://www.voxeurop.eu/en/content/blog/5112304-social-democrats-victim-times?xtor=RSS-9
European integration: Rediscovering the European people beyond the ‘founding fathers’
<VoxEeurop> – 19/10/16 11:40


  
    
    
  
  
    Libération, Paris – In 1941, anti-fascist Federalist Altiero Spinelli called for the unity of the European people from his exile island of Ventotene. When Europe’s leaders met in the same place 75 years later, they ritually evoked a grand European narrative that has something in common with our current problem: finding some leeway between the political status quo in Brussels and the sovereigntists’ rejection of the EU. See more.
  




http://www.voxeurop.eu/en/content/article/5111980-rediscovering-european-people-beyond-founding-fathers?xtor=RSS-9
