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 Common tools: spell and grammar checking 
 “Rigid-language tools” … alternatives? 

 n-grams+input=support for non-native speakers 

 

 
 Leaving analysis to the user? 

 Visual feedback without valence/judgment 
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Visual Literary Analysis. IEEE Symposium on Visual Analytics Science and 
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This was most unfortunate for the field of English grammar, because 

both authors were grammatical incompetents. Strunk had very little analytical understanding of 
syntax, White even less. Certainly White was a fine writer, but he was not qualified as a 
grammarian. Despite the post-1957 explosion of theoretical linguistics, Elements settled in as the 
primary vehicle through which grammar was taught to college students and presented to the 
general public, and the subject was stuck in the doldrums for the rest of the 20th century. 
    Notice what I am objecting to is not the style advice in Elements, which might best be described 
the way The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy describes Earth: mostly harmless. Some of the 
recommendations are vapid, like "Be clear" (how could one disagree?). Some are tautologous, like 
"Do not explain too much." (Explaining too much means explaining more than you should, so of 
course you shouldn't.) Many are useless, like "Omit needless words." (The students who know 
which words are needless don't need the instruction.) Even so, it doesn't hurt to lay such well-
meant maxims before novice writers 
   Even the truly silly advice, like "Do not inject opinion," doesn't really do harm. (No force on earth 
can prevent undergraduates from injecting opinion. And anyway, sometimes that is just what we 
want from them.) But despite the "Style" in the title, much in the book relates to grammar, and the 
advice on that topic does real damage. It is atrocious. Since today it provides just about all of the 
grammar instruction most Americans ever get, that is something of a tragedy. Following the 
platitudinous style recommendations of Elements would make your writing better if you knew how 
to follow them, but that is not true of the grammar stipulations. 
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 Gutenberg: high 60s and mid 70s 
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